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christmas
parties

One of the best ways to introduce Jesus, is to 
throw a party!

Christmas celebrations are the easiest way to 
connect people outside a church service with 
God’s people. This is the best time of year to 

invite people into a conversation about Jesus.

The goal would be to create a gathering and 
invite people that wouldn’t normally go to 

church, but happy to go to a Christmas party. 
Through these parties we hope to introduce 

Jesus in a meaningful way. 

2

2

3

4

5

7

11

14

15

17

19



3

background
Jesus showed us that celebration was key to His ministry, 
that His presence with people was enough to spark a 
spiritual conversation and win hearts. When Levi (Mat-
thew) was first called as a disciple, his first response was to 
throw a party for all his friends and invite Jesus.

And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and 
there was a great crowd of tax collectors and other people 
who were reclining at the table with them ( Luke 5:29)

There are many other instances where Jesus spoke and 
favoured celebration:
•Jesus explained the Kingdom of God was like a Great Ban-
quet (Luke 14) and a wedding feast (Matthew 22)
•Jesus’s first miracle was at a wedding party (John 2)
•Jesus’s story of the Prodigal son – celebrated the son’s 
return with a party (Luke 15)
•The night before Jesus was taken into custody, Jesus was 
celebrating the Passover. (Matthew 26)

Jesus encouraged a spirit of celebration and a life overflow-
ing with joy from a heart of worship. Jesus went to parties. 
Jesus talked about parties. We can’t forget the Christmas is 
essentially the globally celebrated birthday party of Jesus 
Christ!



4

details
When
We hope to see these parties take place in the lead up to 
Christmas. It’ll be up to the hosts and organisers to select a 
date and time suitable for them to host the Christmas party. 
We hope the natural progression from these parties is con-
nection and attendance at our NLCC Christmas Service 
which will be held Sunday Dec 20th 2020.

Who
Every NLCC Party needs the below:

Hosts - People willing to open up their home, and like 
Matthew throw the party and invite people to come

Cat''s - People to help by preparing, cooking and serv-
ing food. You can encourage others to bring snacks, drinks 
and whatever Christmas goodies.

H)es - You may be willing to open up your home for one 
of these parties

Help's - Others to help with setup, decorations, plan-
ning games or just bringing life to the party! We’d love to 
see our parties full of people and activity.
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how else can
   i get involved?

You might already have been planning a Christmas Party! 
Our hope is that whatever you have planned that you set 
aside time and thought of those who don’t know or are still 
discovering Jesus.

Life Gr#p
There are many groups at NLCC that are already planning a 
Christmas get together. With the help of your Life Group, 
why not gather them and put together a Christmas gather-
ing? This is a great opportunity to invite family and friends 
of members in the Life Group. Not only is it great way to 
wrap up the year, it’s a great introduction to the Life Group 
and an easy follow through to invite people to attend 
church.

Minis*y P!ties
Over the year, your ministry team have been faithfully serv-
ing within the church. It’s time to celebrate the year end 
and acknowledge the faithfulness of our volunteers. Con-
sider inviting family members of our volunteers. For every 
time someone in your team gives of their time, energy and 
resource to God, it’s the family that also share in the sacri-
fice.  Serving in church or in the community is a great con-
versation starter into the heart and reason behind our 
Christ centred beliefs.
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Family Christmas P!ty
At Christmas, families naturally gather to celebrate. This is 
a great opportunity for your family to see your faith and for 
guests to see the joy of Christmas for followers of Christ. 
Can you make room for more and share the joy this Christ-
mas? Make sure to invite other people of faith, to help keep 
Christ centred in the celebrations.
 
S*eet P!ty
For some people inviting our neighbours is an easy way to 
get people together. For others you might not know your 
neighbours well, but this would be a great community event 
to meet the people in your street or block. Consider open-
ing up your home or local park and invite the neighbours to 
share in the Christmas cheer. 
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christmas
party games

There are a whole of games and icebreakers you can bring into a 
Christmas Party. Sometimes it takes some planning to ensure 
everyone gets involved and joins in. Think about who is coming 
to the party and what they might enjoy. For example if kids will 
be present, think what may they enjoy. Or if there a number of 
people who won’t know each other, keep the games simple and 
not too challenging.
Here are a few ideas to help get the party started:

1. Christmas St!t' Questi&s
•Finish this thought, "It wouldn't be Christmas without 
_____."
•What’s the best – or worst - Christmas present you’ve ever 
received?
•Describe a Christmas present that you’ve always wanted as a 
kid, but never received.
•Name something about Christmas that most people like, but 
you dislike?
•What was Christmas like when you were growing up?
•What one thing are you grateful for this Christmas season?
•Share one vivid Christmas memory (good or bad).
•What’s the most memorable thing to happen to you since last 
Christmas?
•If someone was to give you a gift card for Christmas, which 
store would you choose?
•What’s the best gift you’ve ever given someone?
•Name three words that describe Christmas for you.
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2. Christmas Ch!ades
There’s nothing like a simple game of charades. Have each 
person think of a Christmas themed word/s and physically act 
out the words. Titles of carols, Christmas movies, or bible illus-
trations can be great entry words!

3. Two Truths and a Lie
Have each person think of two truths and one lie about them-
selves. Let each person guess which of the two are true and 
which one is a lie. This is great activity to highlight the unique-
ness of each person. For a Christmas theme you could make it 
Two Truths and a Lie about the “Worst Christmas Gift you have 
ever received” and let leach guest tell about two terrible gifts 
they have ever received and a fake story of a third gift. 

4. H%iday ABC’s
Give each person or pair a piece of paper and instruct them to 
write A to Z vertically along the left side of the paper. When you 
say “Go!’ they are to write a Christmas themed word that starts 
with each letter. The first one(s) to complete the list wins. For 
example:
A - Angel
B - Bells
C – Carols 
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5. Christmas Gift Exchange
Planning ahead and asking invitees to bring a present for a gift 
exchange is fun way to share gifts in a large group. You can take 
this further by having someone reads the story below. 

Every time the word RIGHT is read, everybody passes his/her 
gift to the right.  Every time the word LEFT is read, everybody 
passes his/her gift to the left.  When the word ACROSS is read, 
pass the gift to the person across from you.  The gift each person 
is holding when the story ends is the gift he/she keeps.

christmas with the right family
Christmas was almost here and Mother RIGHT was in the kitch-
en finishing the Christmas baking as Sue RIGHT was ACROSS 
the room decorating cookies.

Father RIGHT and Billy RIGHT returned from their last 
minute Christmas errands ACROSS town at the mall.

“There’s not much LEFT to be done,” said Father RIGHT as he 
walked ACROSS the kitchen to eat one of Sue’s cookies.

“Did you leave the basket of food at the church ACROSS town 
with A CROSS on top?” asked Mother RIGHT.

“I LEFT it RIGHT where you told me to,” said Father RIGHT.

Bill RIGHT walked ACROSS the room to get a cookie too, “I’m 
glad my shopping is done,” he said, “I don’t have any money 
LEFT.”

“And pretty soon there won’t be any cookies LEFT!” Sue said 
laughing.
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The hall telephone rang and Sue RIGHT LEFT to answer it.

She rushed back and told the family, “Aunt Tillie RIGHT LEFT 
a package for us RIGHT on Grandma RIGHT‘s porch!  I’ll go 
over there RIGHT now and get it!” she said and LEFT in a rush 
to go ACROSS the street to Grandma RIGHT‘s house.

Father RIGHT LEFT the kitchen and brought in the Christmas 
tree and set it up ACROSS from the fireplace.

By the time Sue RIGHT had returned, Mother RIGHT, Father 
RIGHT and Billy RIGHT were trimming the tree.

The entire RIGHT family sang Christmas carols while they 
decorated.  Then they hung A CROSS on the top branch.

They LEFT all the presents under the tree and went ACROSS 
the room to admire the twinkling lights.

As they drifted off to sleep that night, the RIGHT family hoped 
that they had selected all the RIGHT presents for their family.

Now I hope you have the RIGHT present for yourself, because 
that’s all that is LEFT of our story!

Except to wish you a Merry Christmas… isn’t that RIGHT??
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christmas
carols

O H%y Night
[Verse 1]
O holy night! The stars are brightly shin-
ing
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
'Til He appears and the Soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious 
morn
Fall on your knees; O hear the angel 
voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was 
born
O night, O holy night, O night divine!

[Verse 2]
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming
Here come the Wise Men from Orient land
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger
In all our trials born to be our friend
He knows our need, to our weakness is no 
stranger
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend

[Verse 3]
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His gospel is peace
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our 
brother
And in His name all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise 
we
Let all within us praise His holy name
Christ is the Lord; O praise His name 
forever!
His power and glory evermore proclaim
His power and glory evermore proclaim
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The F+st Noel
The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields 
as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their 
sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 
[Refrain]

And by the light of that same star 
three Wise Men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
[Refrain]

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay.
[Refrain]

Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 
and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
[Refrain]
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Silent Night
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth

O C)e All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful
and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of Angels

O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
All glory in the highest
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!
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christmas
readings

Here are some Christian Christmas readings from Scripture 
with suggested themes for personal reflection or group discus-
sion. 

1. The B+thplace of Messiah 
- Micah 5:2–4; Ma,hew 2:4–6
Suggested theme: God’s faithfulness to keep His promises, 
even after centuries.

2. Jesus B(n of a V+gin 
- Ma,hew 1:18–25
Suggested theme: The sinless nature of Jesus.

3. Sheph'ds He! it F+st 
- Luke 2:8–20
Suggested theme: God’s first announcement of salvation came 
to the lowliest of society.

4. Magi Visit the Messiah 
- Ma,hew 2:1–11
Suggested theme: Why great men of standing would humble 
themselves to worship a child.

5. Jesus Christ #r Savi#r 
- Titus 3:3-7
Suggested theme: The kindness of God leads us to eternal life.
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thanksgiving &
sharing testimonies

At the end of the year it is a great time to recount blessings 
throughout the year. Amongst friends and family ask one 
another, what are we each thankful for this year? This could be 
as simple as going around the room and expressing our thanks, 
or you can prepare a thanksgiving story. Below is a guideline to 
help you prepare your thanksgiving.

1. Be Engaging 
A story of God’s work should engage like a great story. The 
audience should be drawn into your story and stay tuned till the 
end! 
• You could start audience engagement by relating with the 
audience on aspects they can identify with (use common experi-
ences or feelings). 
• You could also bring any photos, or related items, to illus-
trate your sharing. 

2. Be Authentic 
Do not just share facts. Share your heart, share deep. When you 
open up to share vulnerably, it will encourage your audience to 
open up their hearts to you. It will also cause them to share 
openly with you later on. 
•Use simple language and examples that anyone can under-
stand. 
•Be descriptive, include how you felt during the before, down 
moments. 
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•Be descriptive, at the end of your story, include how you felt as 
God lifted you out of the struggle and helped you overcome the 
problem. 
•Conclude by sharing how God’s work touched you and how 
He loves us all so that the hearers are drawn to a God who loves 
people in a personal way. 

3. Highlight God M)ents
•Perhaps it was an answered prayer or how you had been pray-
ing, add in your prayer lines (if you can recall) the timing or 
manner of how God answered your prayer. 
•You could add in a phrase from the Bible that you held on to 
•You could share how faith arose for you with regards to the 
situation. 

4. Ackn$ledge C)munity 
Add in community elements as well, as we would like hearers to 
know that it’s a blessing to be part of a community or church 
where there is spiritual covering and guidance, e.g., “My 
Christian friends was there with me,” or “During sermon on 
Sunday, the pastor said ________ and it was exactly what I was 
praying about.” 

5. Be Succinct 
Keep it under five minutes. 
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christmas
prayers

Introducing prayer into your party is a great way to help people 
see the beauty of our relationship with God. Take time to pray 
before, during and after the party. 

Pray in preparation for the invited guests to experience a new 
experience of God through the gathering.
Pray during the party to express our thankfulness and faithful-
ness in public prayer. Pray afterwards to seek God’s providence 
and blessing on all attendees.

Praying during the party can be difficult if your guests are not 
familiar with prayer times. You could extend prayer by saying 
grace and thanking God for the meal, or by encouraging other 
Christians to pray publicly in their acknowledgement to Christ 
at Christmas.

Fam#s Christmas Pray'
by Rob't L#is Stevens&

Loving Father, 
Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.



18

Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 
which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, 
for Jesus' sake.

Amen.

Our prayer is that throughout this festive season, we find 
opportunities to help those around us celebrate the true mean-
ing of Christmas. If you are looking to find out more informa-
tion or have questions of faith please visit us at church or send 
us a message at admin@nlcc.org.au
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sample program
LIGHT OF THE WORLD

It’s always a good idea to prepare and plan the order of your 
party. Below is a suggested party plan with the theme, “Light of 
the World”. You can use this or create your own party plan!

A-ival: 
Party Guests arrive, have snacks and drinks readily available.
A warm welcome and introductions are critical when there are 
new people in the mix. 
Help people network with one another, and forgo the tempta-
tion to be the one talking all the time. Always consider intro-
ducing people followed by their passion or hobbies. For exam-
ple, “Let me introduce you to Ben, he loves…” People love 
talking about their passions, much more than their working 
life. Unless of course, they are blessed with a job that happens to 
be your passion! 

Discussi& St!t's and Icebreak's: 
Some people are natural conversationalists, but not all. Con-
sider using the provided icebreakers and discussion starters in 
this booklet to prompt more engagement. This is a great way to 
get people to get to one another. Printing these out and stick-
ing on cups can be handy!

D.r Gift Presentati&:
“Light of the World” door gifts could be candles, led lights, tea 
lights and glowsticks. These are all great inexpensive gifts. A 
little creativity can make gifts go further, such as name labels, 
descriptions, bible verses and gift wrapping.
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Sample S/ipt
Have you ever being caught out in the dark? A power 
failure or camping in the woods? Everything is more 
difficult without light. These lights (door gifts) can be 
really helpful. 

Did you know Jesus describes himself as light?
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12

Our world can be a dark place, but Jesus promises to fill 
it with His light. This gift of light is our a reminder that 
Jesus can bring light into dark places. Hope where there 
was no hope. Purpose and meaning where there was 
none before. 

May it serve you well as a reminder this Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus, the light of this world. May it also remind 
us that we be are light bearers, that we may as scripture 
says ‘let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.’ 
(Matthew 5:16)

Bible Reading
Matthew 2:1-11 The Magi Visit the Messiah
Using the example provided, take some time to do a bible read-
ing with the lights as ambience. If you are able to darken the 
room that would help too! You may also wish to download a 
virtual candle app for this moment too!
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Christmas C!% – The F+st Noel and O H%y Night
Chances are most people know the words or tune to Christmas 
Carols. Take some time to gather people to sing a Christmas 
Carol or two. It does help to have the words ready and some 
gentle encouragement to get everyone involved. 

F.d/Meal:
Say Grace! Take time to say a prayer before you eat. Even the 
most irreligious person would respect this moment of thanks-
giving and observe our expression of gratitude and acknowl-
edgement of Christ. is a written prayer that you may wish to use.

 

Pray'
Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As darkness falls you renew your promise
to reveal among us the light of your presence.
By the light of Christ, your living Word,
dispel the darkness of our hearts
that we may walk as children of light
and sing your praise throughout the world.
May this food bless our health 
and be a reminder of your provision and grace in our 
lives.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and the Holy Spirit:
Blessed be God for ever. Amen
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Thanksgiving and Sh!ing Testim&ies.
After the meal, is a great opportunity to share our sto-
ries of thanksgiving. 

Start by asking the question “How has Jesus been my 
light this year?” or “What are you most thankful to God 
for?” This helps frame our perspective of gratitude with 
God at the centre. Allow others and even invited guests 
to share thanksgiving too!

Have someone prepared to share a short testimony. This 
is a great way personal way for people to hear someone’s 
experience of God. How God acts and speaks and 
impacts our lives today. Please use the guide provided in 
the NLCC Christmas Parties booklet.

The Invitati&
One of the most essential parts after having a great 
Christmas celebration is to invite guests to further 
action. This means inviting them to another gathering, 
or a coffee to chat about why Christmas is so important. 

By far the easiest thing to do is to invite people to 
NLCC’s Christmas Production, featuring a musical, 
“The Greatest Story Ever”, A short Christmas message 
and a free Christmas Community Buffet Lunch! 
It will be held on Sunday, December 20th 11am, 329 
Orrong Rd, Kewdale. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.




